Name:______________________________ Period:_____ Date:____________________


Africa Before the Slave Trade
Answer the questions in COMPLETE SENTENCES.

1. According to the map, “Overview of African Kingdoms”, what prevented the Songhay 

    Empire from spreading further?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What was the earliest known empire in the western Sudan and what was it referred to 

     as?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What did Ghana have that allowed it to thrive?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Who did Ghana trade with?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What was Timbuktu and why did it become famous?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Which religion began to spread in Africa?  

________________________________________________________________________

7. Why did Musa I of Mali become famous in the Arabic world?  What happened in 

     Cairo?  Is this surprising? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What were the three main cities of the Malian Empire?

________________________________________________________________________

9. Who was Ibn Battuta and what did he discover about Mali?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What happened to the Malian Empire after Musa I death? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What was Timbuktu compared with in importance for the Western Africans?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. What did Timbuktu control?  Who would they have traded with before the 

       Europeans?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. Why would Morrocco destroy the Songhai Empire and take over Timbuktu?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. After Timbuktu declined and became a lost city, where did the trade routes change to 

      and who controlled them?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15. Why was Egypt, of all civilizations, able to create so many notable developments?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16. How did European explorers view African societies?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. Why were the African societies more advanced than European cities at the time?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

