Class Notes

Byzantine Civilization

Constantine the Great



-
moved capital of Roman Empire to Constantinople (Istanbul)



-
Christian Empire


-
Edict of Milan, 312 A.D.- Made Christianity official religion of the Empire


Justinian 500 A.D.



-
Copied Roman Law, preserving it for modern day



-
attempted to reconquer Western Empire



-
built defensive forts along the Danube to protect against barbarians



-
Built Hagia Sophia

Economy


-
Backbone of European economies for centuries




-
gold solidus had a fixed value

Military


-
divided land into Themes or regions to recruit troops


-
largely ineffective and created powerful governors


-
invention of “Greek Fire”



-
petroleum based product stuck to surface and could not be put out

Frequently paid invaders for peace


-
military was generally weak


-
usually filled with mercenaries

Religion


-
frequent problems between differing factions in Christianity


-
Iconoclasts vs. Iconodules


-
Nature of Christ



-
Divine or man

-
Influence spread to Russia through Orthodox
Coming of Islam 


-
Empire was slowly taken piece by piece


-
Sole defender against spread of Islam
Charlemagne


-
Stopped Muslim advance into Europe


-
United much of Western Europe under his kingdom


-
Defeated German tribes 



-
converted Germanic tribes to Christianity

-
Pope Leo proclaimed him Holy Roman Emperor


-
basically in charge of the Catholic Church

Prince John


-
brother of Richard the “Lion hearted”


-
threw people off of their land 


-
raised taxes



-
abused power of king

-
1215-Magna Carta


-
people united against John and attempted to limit the power of the monarchy



-
held democratic principles
Manor
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Castles protected from Viking raiders
Middle Ages 476-1350

-
constant warfare after the fall of the Roman Empire

Primogeniture- first born son inherits everything

Serf- poor people who worked the land as slaves; born and died on the manor 

Crop rotation- rotating fields so that the minerals stay in the dirt 

Feudalism- system in the Middle Ages where everyone had a contract of obligations (or things they had 

        to follow)
Bartering- system of trade since there was no economy in the early Middle Ages

1066


Normans from Northern Europe invade England under William the Conqueror


Change English and add words to language

Crusades

-1st Crusade

-
Byzantine emperors had no money to fight Islam by 1100 A.D.



-
begged Western kings for troops or money


-
Pope Leo I came up with idea of Crusades



-
two armies came to Byzantium




-
1st army was huge mass of peasants





-
2nd army was bored nobles who sought land


Conquered Antioch, Tyre, and Jerusalem

· Crusaders butchered inhabitants in Jerusalem for 7 days
· Muslims always remembered this atrocity

-Templers founded to protect pilgrims on road to Jerusalem


-
Holy order of monks/warriors

2nd Crusade


- Called because Muslims began to taken Crusader lands


- Accomplished nothing

3rd Crusade

- 
