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Use the graphic organizer below to structure your Continuity and Change over Time essay.  Read the text in each box and then ensure that you have satisfied each aspect of a complete response in the cell immediately below.  
About the Continuity and Change Over Time Essay:

This essay question deals specifically with analysis of continuities (things that stay the same) and changes over time covering at least one of the periods in the course outline. It addresses, for example, technology (Theme 2), trade (Theme 4), culture (Theme 2), migrations (Theme 1), or environment (Theme 1). Please see Appendix D for the 5 AP World History Themes.  The continuity and change over time questions require analysis of process and explanation of causation with specific examples
. 
Read the essay prompt to identify key parameters of the question: What time period(s) are included in the question prompt? What major events or trends were occurring at the start and the end of the time period(s)? Which geographic regions/places are acceptable for comparison? Which theme(s) is/are to be addressed in the question?  
Please look at the Appendix A for examples of acceptable versus an unacceptable thesis.  Please look at Appendix B for examples of analytical verbs you might include in your thesis statement.

	Acceptable Thesis
	The student’s response includes a clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis, in one or more sentences, located in the opening or closing paragraph that addresses describes a change AND continuity over time relative to all periods, themes, and regions/places included in the prompt.  

	
	


Substantiates Thesis with Appropriate Historical Evidence: Changes

In your thesis statement you have identified in a broad way things that stayed the same and things that changed, relative to regions, themes, and periods.  Now you need illustrate these broad changes with specific historical evidence.  In addition you must relate your evidence to the larger global context.  In order to understand the difference between global and smaller contexts please see orders of magnitude in Appendix B.   You must describe at least one change for EACH region or thematic point of comparison achieving a total of THREE changes.  
Changes Over Time
	Identify or describe a significant cause for change or process of change that occurred in history.
	

	Justify how this change relates to
the region or thematic point of comparison in your thesis.
	

	Relate this  change to changes occurring around the world, or in at least one other region, during the same time period(s).
	


Changes Over Time
	Identify or describe a significant cause for change or process of change that occurred in history.
	

	Justify how this change relates to

the region or thematic point of comparison in your thesis.
	

	Relate this  change to changes occurring around the world, or in at least one other region, during the same time period(s).
	


Changes Over Time
	Identify or describe a significant cause for change or process of change that occurred in history.
	

	Justify how this change relates to

the region or thematic point of comparison in your thesis.
	

	Relate this  change to changes occurring around the world, or in at least one other region, during the same time period(s).
	


Substantiates Thesis with Appropriate Historical Evidence: Continuities

In your thesis statement you have identified in a broad way things that stayed the same and things that changed, relative to regions, themes, and periods.  Now you need illustrate these broad continuities with specific historical evidence.  In addition you must relate your evidence to the larger global context.  In order to understand the difference between global and smaller contexts please see orders of magnitude in Appendix B.   You must describe at least one change for EACH region or thematic point of comparison achieving a total of THREE continuities.  
Continuities Over Time
	Identify or describe historical phenomena that did not change over the time period(s).
	

	Justify how this continuity relates to the region or thematic point of comparison in your thesis.
	

	Relate this continuity to interactions or absence of interactions occurring around the world, or in at least one other region, during the same time period(s).
	


Continuities Over Time
	Identify or describe historical phenomena that did not change over the time period(s).
	

	Justify how this continuity relates to the region or thematic point of comparison in your thesis.
	

	Relate this continuity to interactions or absence of interactions occurring around the world, or in at least one other region, during the same time period(s).
	


Continuities Over Time
	Identify or describe historical phenomena that did not change over the time period(s).
	

	Justify how this continuity relates to the region or thematic point of comparison in your thesis.
	

	Relate this continuity to interactions or absence of interactions occurring around the world, or in at least one other region, during the same time period(s).
	


Description and Elaboration of Continuity and Change Over Time
During the process of writing your essay some new thoughts may have occurred to you that maybe applicable to your thesis.  Also as you continue assemble and justify sustentative information the scope or meaning of your thesis maybe more evident to you, but that might not necessarily be included in the thesis statement as the start of your essay.  

Instead of crossing out or adding words into your opening paragraph concentrate on the closing of your essay.  Remember, the readers scoring your essay will be looking for your thesis statement in one or more sentences in your first and last paragraph of your essay.  Here are some items you may wish to include in your final paragraph to strengthen your essay and increase your chances of getting Expanded Core points.

· Restate your thesis as one coherent statement, expanding upon what you may have thought to include later in the writing process.   

· Describe the changes over time in terms of the start of the historical period(s) and then at the end of the period(s) in question.

· Explain why knowing about these changes and continuities over time are important to understanding the history of the world in a global scale. 
· Remember:  Clear, Analytical, and Comprehensive  

Appendix A
Acceptable versus an Unacceptable Thesis:

	Prompt (2005 CCOT)
	Analyze the social and economic transformations that occurred in the Atlantic world as a result of new contacts among Western Europe, Africa, and the Americas from 1492 to 1750

	Unacceptable Thsis
	“There were many transformations in the Atlantic world as a result of new contacts among Western Europe, Africa, and the Americas from 1492 to 1750.” This is merely a rephrasing of the question. “Many” is a virtually meaningless qualifier. Be more specific!

	Minimally Acceptable Thesis
	“Between 1492-1750 Europe grew both socially and economically, while Africa and the Americas suffered.” Bare minimum of acceptability. It does address both social and economic considerations, but only vaguely.


	Acceptable

Thesis
	As Europe came to economically dominate trans-Atlantic trade, their influence over social customs also expanded. This thesis sentence answers exactly what the question asks.

	Excellent Thesis
	Although Europe quickly dominated the economic aspects of the Columbian Exchange, their social influence in Africa and the Americas developed more slowly. This thesis analyzes and differentiates specific categories of the two types of transformations, and would be eligible for the “Expanded Core” (Extra Credit) as a “clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis.”


Appendix B
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2) Orders of Mag

tude, or “Ripple Effects” (Where?) My students like to use vague adjectives

many, big, large, huge” etc ) Try to

discourage this habit, particularly in the thesis. Instead, T ask students to numerically conceive of how ‘big” of an impact any historical

event had o

a hypothetical scale of 1-10,000.

Level

Number

Historical and Hypothetical Examples

oeal

Your town elects a new mayor.
nic - A local grocery store goes out of bu
Ac

tica

new nightclub

2. Regional 10-100 | Political - Your state elects a new governor.
Provincial or 10* | Economic - Favorable tax policies convince 10005 of people to relocate to your state.
The band's music is played across a regional network of radio stations.
3. National 100-1,000 | Political - A revolution overthrows the government
Continental or 10* | Economic - NAFTA, creating a free trade zone between Canada, the United States, and Mexico.
The band is featured on national TV, attracting millions of fans.
4. Global | 1:000-10,000 The nation-state becomes the most common structure around the world.
or 10* | Economic - The Great Depression reduces international trade by 50% between 1929-1933





Appendix C [image: image2.png]Possible/Common CCOT Essay Structures

Below are some common essay struetures students use for the CCOT. Note: There is no universal “best” essay strueture, The specific wording ofthe
question requires students to be flexible in organizing their response,

Geographi
Region #1
Changes
Continuities

Analysis of Region #1's relationship to global
context (RGC)

Region #2
Changes
Continuities
Analysis of Region #2s RGC

Categorical
Category #1 (Social)
Global Context

Changes, Continities, analysis vis 4 vis RGC

Category #2 (Economic)
Global Context
Changes, Continuities, analysis vis 4 vis RGC

Category #3 (Political)
Global Context
Changes. Continities, analysis vis 4 vis RGC

Chronological
Beginning
Global Context
Region/Category #1, including RGC analysis
Region/Category #2, including RGC analysis

Middle (with emphasis on how changes develop
from beginning through to end)
Global Context
Region/Category #1, including RGC analysis
Region/Category #2, including RGC analysis

End
Global Context
Region/Category #1, including RGC analysis
Region/Category #2, including RGC analysis

Changes, then Continy

Changes
Region/Category #
Reggion/Category #2
Analysis of changes’ RGC

Continuities
Reggion/Category #
Region/Category #2
Analysis of continuities’ RGC

Flexible / Generi
1. Beginning Situation (start date)

2. Cause of Change

a. There might be a specific date of the cause,
or “wming point,

b a specific date when the change is
observable, or “tipping point,” but the
cause of the change was gradual with no
specific date of anset

. aseries of factors leading to change, each
with different onset dates or no clear onset
date of all, which caused gradual change
in an un-dramatic fashion.

3. Date by which Change is Observable (end
date)
a. What were the changes in conirast with the
Beginning Situation
b. What were the continuites from the
Beginning Situation

These three items can be graphically organized
in essay pre-writing using a three-bar parallel
chart

Beginning |

Cause | Change

[Note: Make sure to relate all change(s) to the

Global Context





Appendix D – The 5 AP World History Themes
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Sources:
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap-world-history-course-description.pdf
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/repository/ap07_worldhist_teachersguide.pdf
2005 Annotated CCOT Rubric: Atlantic World 1492-1750 by Bill Strickland, April 26, 2008 via Monica Bond Montgomery County Public Schools-MD
� Please see the Appendix for examples of an acceptable thesis.
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