	Hints on how to Write Essays

	



Rules for Essay Writing

AP Rule of 3 – if they ask for 2 give them 3; if they ask for 3 give them 4; always go for 1 more

Write Neatly

  The readers have to read what you are writing.  

  If you have weak handwriting

o   Leave plenty of space between words, stay on the lines, and print

  If you are a poor speller don't try to solve the problem by writing big words with a few letters at the beginning and then a long continuous scribble

  You’re not graded on spelling but the reader has to be able to phonetically figure out the word

Organize, Organize, Organize

  Compare and Contrast Essays

o   You will be asked to compare two regions of the world. 

o   Obviously choose the two regions that you are most familiar with.  

o   You need facts to answer the question

o   You must make DIRECT comparisons between the regions.

  You can NOT just list all you know about one, then the other and assume the reader will determine how they are the same and how they are different

  You need one paragraph where you discuss how they are different. For example the 2009 Comparative essay asked for a comparison of the racial ideology of Latin and North America.

         Latin America recognized its racial diversity with a multitude of names for its mixed ancestry while in North America individuals of mixed ancestry were identified as white or other.

  In another paragraph you need to make a direct reference to the similarities. Using the same 2009 example: 

         In both Latin America and Norh America individuals of “pure” European ancestry were viewed as of a higher social status.

Discuss a minimum of 2 differences and 1 similarity or 2 similarities and 1 difference.

 

 

 

  DBQ – Document Based Questions

o   You will be given at least 2 areas or 2 points of view to analyze

o   Write a paragraph on each of the areas and or points of view  

o   Identify the document by name and number

o   You should organize the essay by the points of view or area

  Identify why at least one of the authors would have this point of view or the area would believe as they do

         What circumstances of their life-social class, job, race, religion would lead them to believe as they did

  Identify at least one type of document you were NOT given that would help you in your analysis of each view point. Explain why it would be helpful.

         You can not ask for documents that are impossible to get

o   Photos of Roman battles

o   Diaries by peasants – they didn’t write until the 20th Century and some still don’t

         You can not request a document that you already have been given

o   You must analyze not summarize the documents

  CCOT – Continuity and Change Over Time

o   You will be asked to pick usually 1 area of the world to discuss events over a given period of time. Notice the word usually, there have been times when 2 or more countries were involved or when you were given a choice of area.

o   You will need to identify what changed and how and why it changed

o   You will need to identify what if anything stayed the same and explain why it did not change.

o   You need to place these conditions in their global context.  What parts of the world interacted and how did events in these areas effect the place you are discussing.

  Missionaries and merchants brought Islam from the Middle East to Central Asia and Tibet following the great Silk Road.

  Missionaries spread Christianity from Israel to the Roman world using the Mediterrean trade routes.

  Missionaries, traveling with merchants from India to China and Southeast Asia took Buddhism to the Far East.

o   You will need to explain what difference the changes made.

· Discuss 1 continutiy and 2 changes or 2 continuites and 1 change (Rule of 3).

  Underline, Underline, and Underline

o     Underline key terms

  Compare and contrast the response of China and Japan to the West in the 19th Century.
  Analyze the positive and negative aspects of the Industrial Revolution on the Ottoman Empire between 1750 and 1914.

  Choose one of the following slave trades.  Discuss how the dynamic of the slave trade in question changed between the middle of the 1400’s and the late 1800’s.  Trans-Saharan  Atlantic   East African

· Stay in the time period identified.

 

