Glossary of Landforms and Bodies of Water

A
Alluvial Fan: An alluvial fan is a fan-shaped deposit formed where a fast flowing stream flattens, slows, and spreads typically at the exit of a canyon onto a flatter plain
Arch: is a natural geological formation where a rock arch forms, with an opening underneath
Archipelago: a group of many islands 
Atoll: An atoll is a ring (or partial ring) of coral that forms an island in an ocean or sea. The coral sits atop a submerged volcanic cone.
B

Basin: an area of land largely enclosed by higher land. 
Bay: part of a body of salt water that reaches into the land; usually smaller than a gulf
Beach: A beach is a geological landform along the shoreline of an ocean, sea, lake or river. It usually consists of loose particles which are often composed of rock, such as sand, gravel, shingle, pebbles or cobblestones.  
Branch (tributary): a river or stream that flows into a larger river or stream
Bog: an area of wet spongy ground 

C

Canyon: narrow valley with steep sides; usually created by erosion

Cape: a curved or hooked piece of land extending into a body of water

Channel: a narrow deep waterway connecting two larger bodies of water; the deepest part of the waterway.

Cliff: a high, steep slope of rock or soil

Coast: land along the sea or ocean
D

Delta: land built up by deposits of sand and silt at the mouth of some rivers

Desert: dry, barren region usually sandy and without trees, little rainfall or practical use of land unless irrigated

Divide: the highest ridge of land separating river basins
Dune: A dune is a hill or a ridge made of sand. Dunes are shaped by the wind and change all the time
E

Estuary: An estuary is where a river meets the sea or ocean.
F

Fault: a fracture in the rocks along which there has been movement

Fjord: a narrow inlet of the sea between high banks or cliffs created by glaciers

Forest: a large tract of land covered with trees and underbrush; extensive wooded area

Fork: the place where a stream or tributary joins a river
G

Geyser: A geyser is a spring characterized by the discharge of water ejected turbulently and accompanied by a vapor or steam.
Glacier: a large body of slow moving ice which alters the land around it through displacement
Gorge: A deep narrow passage with steep rocky sides; a ravine.
Gulf: part of a sea or ocean that reaches into land; usually larger than a bay
H

Harbor: a sheltered area of water where ships may anchor safely

Highland: an area of hills, plateaus, and mountains

Hill: a raised part of the earth’s surface with sloping sides; old mountain which because of erosion has become rounder and shorter
I

Iceberg: a large mass of floating ice that has broken off from a glacier, most of this is underwater

Inlet: a small part of a body of water that reaches into a coast

Island: an area of land completely surrounded by water

Isthmus: narrow strip of land with water on both sides connecting two larger pieces of land
K
Kame: A kame is an irregularly shaped hill or mound composed of sand and gravel that accumulates in a depression on a retreating glacier, and is then deposited on the land surface with further melting of the glacier. 
Kettle: A kettle is a shallow, sediment-filled body of water formed by retreating glaciers or draining floodwaters.
Knoll: is a small, low natural hill
L

Lagoon: A lagoon is a shallow body of water that is located alongside a coast.

Lake: a large body of water surrounded by land

Lowland: an area of low and usually level land
M

Mesa: a land formation having a relatively flat top and steep rock walls

Mountain: high, rocky land, usually with steep sides and a pointed or rounded top, higher than a hill

Mountain range: a long chain of mountains; a row of connected mountains

Mouth (of a river): place where a river empties into a larger body of water; the end of a river
N
Natural arch: A natural arch or natural bridge is a natural geological formation where a rock arch forms, with an opening underneath.
Natural Levee: is an elongated naturally occurring ridge or artificially constructed fill or wall, which regulates water levels.  
O

Oasis: a fertile place in the desert where there is water and some vegetation

Ocean: largest body of salt water; these cover 3/4 of the earth’s surface.
P

Peninsula: piece of land that extends into a body of water and is surrounded on three sides by water

Plain: a broad, flat or gently rolling area; usually low in elevation

Plateau: flat highland area with one steep face; elevated plain
Pond: A pond is a small body of water surrounded by land. A pond is smaller than a lake.

Prairie: a large plains region with tall grass
R
Rapid:  a section of a river where the river bed is steep causing an increase in water speed and turbulence.
Reef: a ridge of rock or sand at or near the surface of the water

Reservoir: a lake where water is collected and stored for future use

River: a large stream of water flowing through the land into a lake, ocean, or other body of water
S

Sea: a large body of water, usually salt water, partly or completely surrounded by land

Sound: a wide channel connecting two bodies of water or an inlet between the mainland and islands

Source (of a river): the place where a river or stream begins
Spit: a narrow point of land projecting into the water.
Spring: is any natural situation where water flows to the surface of the earth from underground.
Strait: a narrow waterway connecting two larger bodies of water

Swamp: an area of land that is always soaked with water; low, wet land that supports grass and trees
T

Tombolo: is a landform in which an island is attached to the mainland by a narrow piece of land such as a spit or bar.
Tributary: A tributary is a stream or river that flows into a larger river.
U
U-shaped valley: is formed by glaciers. It has a characteristic U-shape, with steep, straight sides, and a flat bottom. 

V

Valley: low land between hills or mountains

Volcano: a cone shaped mountain formed out of rock or ash thrown up from inside the earth, frequently with an opening or depression at the top
W
Wadi: a dried up river bed
Waterfall: place where running water makes a sheer drop, usually over a cliff
Wetland: A wetland is an area of land that is often wet; the soil in wetlands is often low in oxygen. Wetland plants are adapted to life in wet soil. There are many types of wetlands, including: swamp, slough, fen, bog, marsh, moor, muskeg, peatland, bottomland, delmarva, mire, wet meadow, riparian, etc.
Y
Yardang: A yardang is a streamlined hill carved from the wind. Yardangs become elongated features typically three or more times longer than wide, and when viewed from above, resemble the hull of a boat. Facing the wind is a steep, blunt face that gradually gets lower and narrower toward the lee end.




