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Magna Carta 
 

John, by the grace of God King of England, Lord of Ireland, Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, and 
Count of Anjou, to his archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, barons, justices, foresters, sheriffs, 
stewards, servants, and to all his officials and loyal subjects, greeting. 

Know that before God, for the health of our soul and those of our ancestors and heirs, to the honour 
of God, the exaltation of the holy Church, and the better ordering of our kingdom,… 

 
1. First, that we have granted to God, and by this present charter have confirmed for us and our heirs 
in perpetuity, that the English Church shall be free, and shall have its rights undiminished, and its 
liberties unimpaired. That we wish this so to be observed, appears from the fact that of our own free 
will, before the outbreak of the present dispute between us and our barons, we granted and 
confirmed by charter the freedom of the Church's elections - a right reckoned to be of the greatest 
necessity and importance to it - and caused this to be confirmed by Pope Innocent III. This freedom 
we shall observe ourselves, and desire to be observed in good faith by our heirs in perpetuity.  

12. No `scutage' [tax paid to be freed from military service] or `aid' may be levied in our kingdom 
without its general consent,   

16. No man shall be forced to perform more service for a knight's `fee', or other free holding of land, 
than is due from it.  

17. Ordinary lawsuits shall not follow the royal court around, but shall be held in a fixed place.  

18. Inquests of novel disseisin [the act of wrongfully depriving somebody of land], mort d'ancestor , 
[action to discover whether one's ancestor died in possession of land, thus validating his heir's 
successions] and darrein presentment [to discover the most recent patron of a church: establishing 
legitimate heirs through a court trial fixing the last legal determination] shall be taken only in their 
proper county court. We ourselves, or in our absence abroad our chief justice, will send two justices 
to each county four times a year, and these justices, with four knights of the county elected by the 
county itself, shall hold the assizes in the county court, on the day and in the place where the court 
meets.  

28. No constable or other bailiff of ours shall take the corn or other chattels [An article of movable 
personal property] of any one except he straightway give money for them, or can be allowed a respite 
in that regard by the will of the seller.  

30. No sheriff nor bailiff of ours, nor any one else, shall take the horses or carts of any freeman for 
transport, unless by the will of that freeman.  

38. No bailiff, on his own simple assertion, shall henceforth any one to his law, without producing 
faithful witnesses in evidence.  
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39. No freeman shall be taken, or imprisoned, or disseized [to deprive somebody wrongfully of 
possession of land], or outlawed, or exiled, or in any way harmed--nor will we go upon or send upon 
him--save by the lawful judgment of his peers or by the law of the land.  

40. To none will we sell, to none deny or delay, right or justice.  

42. Henceforth any person, saving fealty to us, may go out of our realm and return to it, safely and 
securely, by land and by water, except perhaps for a brief period in time of war, for the common good 
of the realm.  

45. We will not make men justices, constables, sheriffs, or bailiffs unless they are such as know the 
law of the realm, and are minded to observe it rightly.  

55. All fines imposed by us unjustly and contrary to the law of the land, and all amerciaments made 
unjustly and contrary to the law of the land, shall be altogether remitted, or it shall be done with 
regard to them according to the judgment of the twenty five barons mentioned below as sureties for 
the peace, or according to the judgment of the majority of them together … 

61. Inasmuch as, for the sake of God, and for the bettering of our realm, and for the more ready 
healing of the discord which has arisen between us and our barons, we have made all these 
aforesaid concessions,...  

63. Wherefore we will and firmly decree that the English church shall be free, and that the subjects of 
our realm shall have and hold all the aforesaid liberties, rights and concessions, duly and in peace, 
freely and quietly, fully and entirely, for themselves and their heirs from us and our heirs, in all matters 
and in all places, forever, as has been said. Moreover it has been sworn, on our part as well as on the 
part of the barons, that all these above mentioned provisions shall observed with good faith and 
without evil intent. The witnesses being the above mentioned and many others. Given through our 
hand, in the plain called Runnymede between Windsor and Stanes, on the fifteenth day of June, in 
the seventeenth year of our reign. 


