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Renaissance Writers Quiz 
Directions: Identify each writer with their work and the description of their work. Each writer will receive a number 
(top) and a letter (bottom) in the column on the left. 

Book 
Writer 

 
Book Description Description  

 

Dante 

 

1. Decameron 

A. Book in which a Christian Humanist 
criticizes the areas of society most in need 
of reform, such as monasteries and church 
corruption.    

 
William 

Shakespeare 

 

2. Utopia 

B. Series of stories depicting the lives of those 
on a pilgrimage to the shrine of Beckett at 
the Canterbury Cathedral in England 

  

 
Sir Thomas 

More 

 

3. The Divine Comedy

C. A work of fiction, tells the story of a land 
that is almost perfect in every way and 
serves as an example of what should be.  

  

 

Geoffrey 
Chaucer 

 

4. The Prince 

D. The tragic story of a man whose father is 
killed by his uncle, who then marries his 
mother; the story is intertwined with other 
relationship issues and plot twists.   

 
Baldassare 
Castiglone 

 

 
5. The Book of the 

Courtier 

E. Book that describes how a nobleman 
should behave and what he should strive to 
be: classically educated and have military 
skills.   

 

Erasmus 

 

6. Hamlet 

F. First work of political science, instruction 
manual for the Prince to do what is 
necessary to stay in power and obtain 
stability.  

   

 

Boccaccio 

 
7. The Canterbury 

Tales 

G. Story written in the vernacular (Italian) that 
tells the story of a man’s journey through 
heaven and hell.   

 

Machiavelli 

 

8. In Praise of Folly 

H. Written in 1353, it is a collection of novellas 
(stories) that demonstrate life and many of 
the Renaissance attitudes. 

  

 
Write your response on the back of this page:  
Using one of the literary works above as an example, explain why this writing 
can be identified as part of the Renaissance.  
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Renaissance Writers Quiz: Teacher’s Answer Key 
Directions: Identify each writer with their work and the description of their work. Each writer will receive a number (top) 
and a letter (bottom) in the column on the left. 

Book 
Writer 

 
Book Description 

Description  

3 
Dante 

 

1. Decameron 

A. Book in which a Christian Humanist criticizes the 
areas of society most in need of reform, such as 
monasteries and church corruption.  

G  

6 William 
Shakespeare 

 

2. Utopia 

B. Series of stories depicting the lives of those on a 
pilgrimage to the shrine of Beckett at the 
Canterbury Cathedral in England. 

D  

2 
Sir Thomas 

More 

 
3. The Divine 

Comedy 

C. A work of fiction, tells the story of a land that is 
almost perfect in every way and serves as an 
example of what should be.  

C 
 

7 Geoffrey 
Chaucer 

 

4. The Prince 

D. The tragic story of a man whose father is killed 
by his uncle, who then marries his mother; the 
story is intertwined with other relationship issues 
and plot twists. 

B  

5 Baldassare 
Castiglone 

 

 
5. The Book of the 

Courtier 

E. Book that describes how a nobleman should 
behave and what he should strive to be: 
classically educated and have military skills 

E  

8 
Erasmus 

 

6. Hamlet 

F. First work of political science, instruction manual 
for the Prince to do what is necessary to stay in 
power and obtain stability.  

 
A  

1 
Boccaccio 

 
7. The Canterbury 

Tales 

G. Story written in the vernacular (Italian) that tells 
the story of a man’s journey through heaven and 
hell. 

H  

4 
Machiavelli 

 

8. In Praise of Folly 

H. Written in 1353, it is a collection of novellas 
(stories) that demonstrate life and many of the 
Renaissance attitudes. 

F  

 
Write your response on the back of this page:  
Using one of the literary works above as an example, explain why this writing 
can be identified as part of the Renaissance.  
 
Responses will vary. 


